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CITY OF FLAGSTAFF 

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 

HYBRID MEETING 

 CITY HALL, STAFF CONFERENCE ROOM 

THURSDAY AND MICROSOFT TEAMS 

August 25 , 2022 

 

4:30 ð 6:30 PM 

 

Vision:  The City of Flagstaff is a culture and community  that thrives in response to the 

Climate Crisis. 

 

Mission : To advise Sustainability Division Staff on matters related to climate and 

sustainability, support community projects through Neighborhood Sustainability Grants, 

and provide feedback to the City Council on sustainability issues. 

 

1. Call to Order  

Chair McCain called the meeting of the Sustainability Commission held August 25th, 2022, 

to order at 4:30 pm.  

 

2. Roll Call  

NOTE: One or more Commission Members may be in attendance telephonically or 

by other technological means. 

__X__ Chair McCain __X__ Commissioner Dailey 

__X__ Vice Chair White __X__ Commissioner Konkel 

__X__ Commissioner Steiger __X__ Commissioner McCormick 

__X__ Commissioner Beier 

 

 

Others Present: Marissa Molloy (Staff Liaison), Nicole Antonopoulos (Staff), Greg 

Clifton (Staff), Kaeli Wells (Staff), Jenny Niemann (Presenter), Casey Auberle 

(Presenter), Sanoma Boynton (Presenter) 

  

3. Land Acknowledgement  

The Flagstaff City Council humbly acknowledges the ancestral homelands of this 

areaõs Indigenous nations and original stewards. These lands, still inhabited by 

Native descendants, border mountains sacred to Indigenous peoples. We honor 

them, their legacies, their traditions, and their cont inued contributions. We 

celebrate their past, present, and future generations who will forever know this 

place as home. 
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4. Public Comment  

At this time, any member of the public may address the Commission on any subject 

within their jurisdiction  that is not scheduled before the Commission on that day.  

Due to Open Meeting Laws, the Commission cannot discuss or act on items 

presented during this portion of the agenda. To address the Commission on an item 

that is on the agenda, please use the Teams Chat function: simply type in ôpublic 

commentõ to indicate to the Chair that you would like to comment. The Chair will 

then recognize you when it is time for public comment, and staff will unmute your 

microphone if needed. 

 

No Public Comment 

 

5. Approval of Minutes   

 

Chair McCain requested to add references to the presentation materials at the end 

of the minutes. He also said that page four, paragraph four, line eight should read, 

òthe concept is countercultural.ó 

Nicole Antonopoulos commented that minutes are  to reflect a bare minimum of 

actions.  

Moved by  Commissioner Beier , seconded by  Vice Chair White  to approve the 

June 23 rd, 2022 minutes  with the above edits . 

 

 Vote: 7-0 Unanimously passed 

 

6. Business 

A. Carbon Neutrality Plan Update  

Jenny Niemann, Climate Program Manager, City of Flagstaff 

Requested Action: Discussion 

 

This item occurred after Business Item B. Jenny Niemann presented on the 

2022 revisions to the Carbon Neutrality Plan. The presentation can be 

found at the end of this document.  

 

Chair McCain asked for a definition of the net benefit. Ms. Niemann said it 

was the projected cost compared to the overarching benefit. The general 

benefits are an overarching number based on diverse strategies. Ms. 

Antonopoulos  added that th e total number is for the community plan and 
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does not suggest that the City of Flagstaff will be responsible for all of the 

financing.  Chair McCain asked if there was an anticipated percentage of 

responsibility.  Ms. Antonopoulos confirmed, saying that it would  be 

quantified later.  

 

Vice Chair White asked if the City had decided what carbon removal 

methods to use.  Ms. Antonopoulos  responded, stating that  carbon 

dioxide removal (CDR) is an approach that is more than 50% of the Cityõs 

strategy to reach carbon neutrality. CDR is growing quickly  in terms of 

technology and investment , and staff is trying to determine the best 

method. They are working closely with Boulder County, Colorado, with 

whom they created the Four Corners Carbon Dioxide Removal Coalition.   

They launched a solicitation for  letters of interest, focusing on the concrete 

industry for carbon sequestration. The City of Flagstaff has $50,000 for this 

project, while Boulder is able to use funding from marijuana sales and has 

about $150,000- $200,000 to contribute.  Albuquerque, New Mexico, and 

Parks City, Utah, will partner in this coalition . The hope is to spark industry, 

interest, private sector investment, and government leadership. Staff also 

wants to ensure equity and environmental justice are involved. Staff plan 

to have more updates in November. They are hoping to attract significant 

funding from  what is similar to a power purchase agreement or carbon 

credit offsetting  for regional carbon capture . Chair McCain asked about 

the connection between concrete and CDR. Ms. Antonopoulos  responded 

that carbon can be permanently stored in concrete without additional 

technological needs. ASU has been working to capture carbon through 

mechanical trees, however, there is no defined use of the product yet.   

 

Vice Chair White asked if staff would also have regular audits on how 

effective the CDR is in the process of doing yearly updates and reviews. 

Ms. Niemann said they likely would as it would be  perfectly aligned with 

the annual check-ins. She went on to say the world of offsets is tricky , and 

staff have similar concerns about CDR. This is why they are trying to 

combine their efforts  with regional partners.  

 

Commissioner Beier noted that there would be an increase in air 

conditioning in the coming years . Ms. Niemann agreed but cited the 

benefits of electrification. 
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Commissioner Beier expressed an appreciation for public support but 

raised concern about maintaining th e current level. He suggested tabling 

at community events and utilizing community organizations, such as the 

Northern Arizona Climate Change Alliance. He suggested that staff think in 

the long term about how to maintain support. Ms. Antonopoulos  asked if 

he was volunteering to assist. Commissioner Beier said he would be 

interested in one event per year.  

 

Commissioner Dailey asked if the Building Electrification and Inflation 

Reduction Act would change the building electrification g ains. Ms. 

Niemann confirmed, adding that the Act has similar programming to the 

City of Flagstaffõs rebate program and that staff will need to reassess.  

 

Commissioner Dailey noted that  direct air capture allows people to think  

that they donõt need to make any corrections. He said he was concerned 

about some mayoral candidates' responses in a recent Daily Sun article 

that seemed to bypass mitigation entirely and  instead focused on 

adaptation. Ms. Niemann said staff were committed to doing both 

mitigation and adaptation . She asked the Commission to keep considering 

the conversation. 

 

Chair McCain raised concerns about green capitalism and using concrete 

to keep building. He is working with an ex-Sustainability Commission chair 

on ways to combat this mindset.  

 

B. Food Recovery Pilot Program  

 

Casey Auberle, Private Contractor 

Requested Action: Informational  

 

Casey Auberle presented on the City of Flagstaffõs Food Recovery Pilot 

Program, a project she has worked on with Sustainability staff for the past 

three months. The presentation can be found at the end of this document.   

  

Vice Chair White, Commissioner Konkel, Commissioner Steiger, and Chair 

McCain suggested the following contacts:  Flagstaff Liminal Space, Louieõs 

Cupboard, Louieõs Leftovers, and Kinlani Mutual Aid. 
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Vice Chair White asked how the Sustainability Commission could help.  Ms. 

Auberle said that they could help spread the word .  

 

Commissioner Konkel suggested volunteers complete the food handlerõs 

certificate. Ms. Auberle said she spoke to a representative at the Health 

Department who also recommended this but understood the difficult y of 

having all volunteers complete it at the beginning of the program.   

 

Chair McCain asked for clarification on the projectõs timeline. Ms. Auberle 

said she was wrapping up her portion of involvement. Kaeli Wells added 

that Ms. Auberle made the framework, and Sustainability  staff will now 

look into  funding and  implementation.  

 

Commissioner Konkel mentioned an AmeriCorps internship through the  

Public Health program at NAU.  

 

C. Neighborhood Sustainability Grant Event Working Group Update  

Commissioner Konkel 

Requested Action: Discussion and Vote 

 

Commissioner Konkel presented the work of the Neighborhood 

Sustainability Grant Event Working Group. Their proposal can be found at 

the end of this document.  

 

Moved by Chair McCain , Seconded by Commissioner Beier to approve 

the proposal as written and fund the event with  $500 from the  

Neighborhood Sustainability Grant budget . 

 

Chair McCain and Commissioner Beier expressed support for the proposal.  

 

Chair McCain and Vice Chair White mentioned the possibility of creating 

3D-printed  Albert mascots.  

 

Commissioner Konkel requested that the information be added to the 

Grant Guideline document. Marissa Molloy confirmed.  

 

Vote: 7-0 Unanimously passed 
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D. Commission Election Nominations   

Marissa Molloy, Sustainability Coordinator, City of Flagstaff 

Requested Action: Discussion 

 

Chair McCain nominated Commissioner Konkel for Chair. She declined. 

 

Vice Chair White nominated himself for Chair.  

 

Chair McCain nominated Commissioner Dailey for Vice Chair. He declined.  

 

Vice Chair White nominated Commissioner McCormick for Vice Chair. She 

declined.  

 

Commissioner Beier nominated Commissioner Steiger for Vice Chair. 

Commissioner Steiger said she would confirm whether or not  she could 

accept the nomination before the next meeting .   

 

Ms. Molloy asked that Commissioners looking to nominate themselves for 

Vice Chair email her before the next meeting.  

 

E. Neighborhood Sustainability Grant Update  

Marissa Molloy, Sustainability Coordinator, City of Flagstaff 

Requested Action: Informational  

 

Ms. Molloy gave an update on the current Neighborhood Sustainability 

Grant cycle. The presentation can be found at the end of this document.  

 

Commissioner Konkel asked if reference to the Water Conservation 

Research Grant needed to be removed from the Neighborhood 

Sustainability Grant documents.  Ms. Molloy  said the Water Conservation 

Research Grant was a separate document that had been pulled off the 

website.  

 

Chair McCain volunteered to present at the September 17th Grant 

Workshop.   

 

Commissioner Beier asked what his role would be at the Grant Workshop. 

Ms. Molloy  said Commissioners would present evaluation criteria and 
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potentially grade an example application. She added that the materials 

had already been prepared and would be sent to the Commissioners.  

 

Commissioner Steiger asked if the Neighborhood Sustainability Grant 

Albert design would be in color. Ms. Molloy confirmed. Commissioner 

Steiger requested the design include a different dwelling type so it would 

be inclusive of not onl y single-family homes. Commissioners Konkel and 

Commissioner Steiger requested to replace the resiliency symbol in the 

design with something that  emphasizes community connection , such as 

people hugging or clasped hands.  

 

F. Staff Update (1 0 minutes)  

Sanoma Boynton, Stream Stewards Coordinator, AmeriCorps ELC Member, 

City of Flagstaff 

Requested Action: Informational 

 

Sanoma Boynton introduced herself and then shared an update on 

Sustainability Staffõs activities. The presentation can be found at the end of 

this document.  

 

Commissioner Konkel asked under what circumstances City Council would 

deny the United States Department of Agriculture Grant. Ms. 

Antonopoulos  clarified that Council had to approve and accept the award.  

 

7. To and f rom  ð All   

 

Chair McCain noted that a  library book sale will take place on five consecutive 

Sundays starting on September 11th from 10:00 am -1:00 pm. Funds raised from 

this sale will support library branches.  

 

Chair McCain said the Friends of Flagstaffõs Future is holding a City Council 

candidate forum on October 1st from 9:00 am -11:30 am at Trinity Heights United 

Methodist Church.  He added that he and Commissioner Beier are on a committee 

working on this event  and invited the Commissioners to attend as quorum will be 

posted.  

 

Commissioner Beier recognized Sanoma Boyntonõs work with the Stream Stewards 

and gave some information on the program.   
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Commissioner Konkel mentioned that the Flagstaff Family Food Centerõs 30th-

anniversary gala fundraiser is in October. 

 

8. Future Agenda Item Requests  

 

Commissioner Beier referenced two articles from The Guardian and the Daily Sun 

he found concerning about Indigenous tribes being shut out of the negotiations  

for Snowbowl to use reclaimed water to make snow on the San Francisco Peaks. He 

said he would like to invite someone who was a part of that discussion to speak to 

if City staff were in attendance and to provide  assurances that the City will insist 

that Indigenous peoples are engaged in all future decision making regarding this 

issue.  

 

Vice Chair White requested a conversation with experts in forest ecology on the 

potential effects in the burn scars from the last few years and possible mitigation  

strategies.  

 

 

9. Adjournment  

 

The meeting of the Sustainability Commission on August 25th, 2022, adjourned at 

6:24 pm by Chair McCain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
CERTIFICATION OF POSTING OF NOTICE 

 

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing notice was duly posted at Flagstaff City 

Hall on   , at    a.m./p.m. in accordance with the statement filed by the 

Disability Awareness Commission with the City Clerk. 

 

Dated this   day of    , 2022. 

 

   _____________________________________  

    

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fworld%2F2022%2Fjun%2F19%2Findigenous-native-american-ski-resort-sewage-water-arizona&data=05%7C01%7CMarissa.Molloy%40flagstaffaz.gov%7C3a4018b4db4d4674069f08da9be880d3%7C5da727b9fb8848b4aa072a40088a046d%7C0%7C0%7C637993720158427999%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IKI6WjSAW%2FF%2BRwhBULtxZWDM5t6aMK5frbujtYrA0fU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fazdailysun.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fmy-integrity-or-my-job-this-northern-arizona-national-forest-supervisor-felt-she-had-to%2Farticle_3c41f8ae-13a1-11ed-940a-e325a4056b8b.html&data=05%7C01%7CMarissa.Molloy%40flagstaffaz.gov%7C3a4018b4db4d4674069f08da9be880d3%7C5da727b9fb8848b4aa072a40088a046d%7C0%7C0%7C637993720158427999%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o%2BLhI4AX97efH2s%2BYy3Hv8opS%2Bma51NmmwmdxwwIDqE%3D&reserved=0
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